

ADOPTED 1/22/13


Introduced by Council Members Lee and Holt:

RESOLUTION 2013-21-A
A RESOLUTION REQUESTING AND URGING THE AGENCY FOR HEALTH CARE ADMINISTRATION TO GRANT APPROVAL OF CERTIFICATE OF NEED APPLICATION: 10125, FILED BY SHANDS JACKSONVILLE MEDICAL CENTER, INC., TO ESTABLISH A 100-BED ACUTE CARE HOSPITAL IN DUVAL COUNTY WHICH WILL GREATLY ENHANCE ACCESS TO HEALTH CARE SERVICES FOR NORTH DUVAL COUNTY RESIDENTS, AS WELL AS STIMULATE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT BY WAY OF JOBS CREATION; FORWARDING THE RESOLUTION TO THE AGENCY FOR HEALTH CARE ADMINISTRATION; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, Shands Jacksonville Medical Center, Inc. (“Shands Jacksonville”) is the primary safety net hospital for all of Jacksonville and its surrounding counties; and


WHEREAS, in 2011, Shands Jacksonville provided more than $62 million in unsponsored community benefits at cost; and


WHEREAS, as a result of performing its function as Jacksonville’s safety net hospital coupled with the economic environment as well as numerous budget cuts in 2012, Shands Jacksonville sustained a loss of $23 million; and


WHEREAS, through establishment of the Shands North hospital, Shands Jacksonville will improve its payor mix and overall fiscal health thereby enabling it to continue to serve as Jacksonville’s safety net hospital; and


WHEREAS, Shands North will improve patient access to health care for a segment of the Duval County population; and


WHEREAS, numerous Jacksonville business persons and governmental officials have announced their enthusiastic support of the development of the Shands North hospital; and


WHEREAS, it is the experience of the City of Jacksonville that the creation of new hospitals has resulted in job creation in the Jacksonville market; and


WHEREAS, the Mayor of Jacksonville has identified job growth as a key element of the economic development of the City; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.
  Council Support. The City of Jacksonville hereby urges the Agency for Health Care Administration to approve Certificate of Need application: 10125, filed by Shands Jacksonville Medical Center, Inc., to establish a 100-bed acute care hospital in northern Duval County.  Further, the City of Jacksonville pledges its cooperation and support for promotion of economic development and improved access to health care services in the City of Jacksonville. 


Section 2.  Forwarding the resolution to the Agency for Health Care Administration.

The Council further directs the Chief of Legislative Services to forward this resolution to Elizabeth Dudek, Secretary of the Agency for Health Care Administration.


Section 3.  Effective Date.  This resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor signifying his support for the resolution.

Form Approved:

    /s/ Margaret M. Sidman 

Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Rachel E. Welsh
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